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husband's pity and clemency.   The reaction from
her deadly fear sent her into greater paroxysms
than ever of remorse and regret.    " This sudden
mercy made her offences seem the more heinous."
" This was about the hour " (6 o'clock), she sobbed,
" that  Master   Heneage   was   wont   to   bring  me
knowledge of his Grace."   The promise of mercy
may or may not have been sincere ; but it is evident
that the real object of Cranmer's visit was to learn
from Katharine whether the betrothal with Derham
was a binding contract.    If that were alleged in
her defence the marriage with the King was voidable,
as that of Anne of Cleves was for a similar cause;
and if, by reason of such prior contract, Katharine
had never legally been Henry's wife, her guilt was
much   attenuated,   and  she   and her  accomplices
could only be punished  for concealment  of  fact
to the King's detriment ; a sufficiently grave crime,
it is true, in those days, but much less grave if
Katharine   was   never   legally   Henry's   wife.    It
may therefore have seemed good policy to offer her
clemency on such conditions as would have relieved
him of her presence for ever, with as little obloquy
as possible, but other counsels eventually prevailed.
Orders were given that she was to be sent to Sion
House, with a small suite and no canopy of  state,
pending further inquiry ; whilst the Lord Chancellor,
Councillors, peers, bishops, and judges were con-
vened on the  12th November, and the evidence
touching   the   Queen   laid   before   them.    It   was
decided,   however,   that   Derham   should   not   be
called, and that all reference to a previous contract
of marriage should be suppressed.    On the follow-
ing Sunday the whole of the Queen's household